Needed research in chemotherapy of leprosy related to the individual patient.
The chemotherapy of leprosy was rendered markedly more effective by the introduction of WHO/MDT in 1981. The prospects for further improvements, both by shortening duration and by developing fully supervisable intermittent regimens, appear good at this time. These developments should aid the efforts to attain the goal of elimination of leprosy as a public health problem. For the foreseeable future, however, the goal of eradication of leprosy will continue to elude us.